Dear Governor Abbott, Lieutenant Governor Patrick, Speaker Burrows, and Members of the Texas
Legislature,

As business and civic leaders deeply invested in the economic vitality of our state, we write today to
reiterate our strong support for a rigorous public school accountability system for Texas.

Texas currently ranks 11th out of 12 in peer states in postsecondary attainment rates, and academic
outcomes in PK-12 are suffering with fewer than half of students meeting grade-level expectations in
2024. These combined headwinds contribute to a hurdle in economic development that will prevent
Texas from meeting future workforce needs.

We have been staunch proponents of Texas’ testing and accountability system to measure progress and

ensure Texas has a clear return on investment for the $85 billion spent annually on K-12 public education.
To this end, we urge you to prioritize a rigorous and transparent public school accountability system as a
foundation for Texas’ continued prosperity that align with the following three themes:

Focus on academic indicators: Ensure the A-F formula remains focused on academic outcomes, rather
than non-academic inputs like participation in extracurricular activities. We need to know if students are
learning the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed after graduation. More options for A-F points is
not a solution that results in a more transparent system. In fact, the inclusion of non-academic indicators
results in a diluted accountability system. Non-academic indicators inflate A-F results and create
confusion for parents and business decision makers, hide deficiencies in student achievement, and reduce
the urgency to reform underperforming schools.

Test against state standards: We should seek innovations in testing, allowing for shorter tests, faster
results, and a through-year model that can drive targeted support for students -- but we should dosoin a
manner that protects alighnment to Texas standards. Replacing a Texas-specific assessment with a
nationally norm-referenced assessment could potentially jeopardize federal education funding and risks
severing the link between what our students are taught and what they are tested on. As we scale high-
quality instructional materials and the work of Chairmen Buckley and Creighton with HB 1605 (88R), we
should ensure tight alignment between classroom instruction and our state assessments.

Limit litigation: Ongoing litigation related to A-F, often led by districts representing a small percentage of
Texas’ K-12 enrollment, has resulted in years-long delays in the release of performance ratings to parents
of 5.4 million students and has politicized school improvement, leaving communities and businesses
without timely data to make informed decisions and direct resources. We encourage the Legislature to
affirm that accountability decisions should be resolved through the legislative process and by the
Commissioner of the Texas Education Agency, not prolonged litigation.



We respectfully ask you to safeguard integrity, fairness, and rigor in school accountability. Thank you for

ensuring Texas remains a great state to learn, live, work, and do business.

Respectfully,

Al Arreola, Jr.
President & CEO
United Corpus Christi
Chamber of Commerce

Marianne Auld
Managing Partner
Kelly Hart

Brent Beasley

CEO

Fort Worth Education
Partnership

Dan Bellow
President, Houston
JLL

Mike Berry
President
Hillwood

Stephanie Beveridge
President, Pipeline &
Power

Chevron

Kerri Briggs
Executive Director
Educate Texas

Ric Campo
Chairman and CEO
Camden

Dilip Choudhuri
President & CEO
Walter P Moore

Amy Chronis
Former Chair
Greater Houston
Partnership

Danny David
Managing Partner
Baker Botts

George DeMontrond llI
President

DeMontrond Automotive
Group, Inc.

James C. Fish
President & CEO
WM

Doug Foshee
Chairman
Good Reason Houston

Brad Freels
Chairman & CEO
Midway

Pat Frost
Retired, President
Frost Bank

Gay Gaddis
CEO
Gay Gaddis, LLC

Pete Geren
President

Sid W. Richardson
Foundation

Joe Greenberg
CEO

Alta Resources, LLC

Mark E. Gregg
CEO
KiwiEnergy, Ltd.

Alan Hassenflu
President & CEO
Fidelis Realty Partners,
Ltd.

Glenn Hamer
President & CEO
Texas Association of
Business

Katie Harvey
CEO
KH Brand Partners

Thad Hill

Executive Chairman of
the Board

Calpine

Woody Hunt
Senior Chairman
Hunt Companies



Tom Janiszewski
Vice President
Oxy

Jill Jewett
President
The Finger Companies

Thomas E. Jorden
Chairman, CEO &
President

Coterra Energy Operating
Co.

Steve Kean
President & CEO
Greater Houston
Partnership

Dee Kelly
Partner
Kelly Hart

Ali Khataw

CEO

Encotech Engineering
Consultants

Nancy G. Kinder
President & CEO
Kinder Foundation

John Kleinheinz
President/CEO
Kleinheinz Capitol
Foundation

David Leebron
President & CEO
Texas 2036

T. Justin MacDonald
President & CEO
MacDonald Companies

Dustin Marshall

CEO

Hazel's Expedited Freight
(Former Dallas ISD
Trustee)

Jeremy Martin
President and CEO
Austin Chamber

Scott McClelland
Retired, President
H-E-B

William F. McKeon
President & CEO
Texas Medical Center

Reba Cardenas McNair
President

Cardenas Development Co.,
Inc.

Steve Montgomery
President & CEO
Fort Worth Chamber

Russell S. Molina
CEO / Owner
The Hat Store / Rewards

Ricardo Mora
Resident & CEO
El Paso Chamber

Rod Paige

Secretary

US Department of
Education, 2001 - 2005

Mattie Parker
Mayor
City of Fort Worth

Dale Petroskey
CEO
Dallas Regional Chamber

Mike Rawlings
Former Mayor of Dallas

Peter Rodriguez
Dean, Jones Graduate
School of Business
Rice University

Brint Ryan
Chairman & CEO
Ryan

Sebastien Solar
Houston Market
President

Commerce Bank

Margaret Spellings
Secretary

US Department of
Education, 2005 - 2009

Steve Stephens
CEO
Amegy Bank

Bobby Tudor
CEO
Artemis Energy Partners

Massey Villarreal
President & CEO
Precision Task Group Inc.

Jay Waring
President

Service Corporation
International



Marc Watts
President
The Friedkin Group Inc.

Jeff Webster
President & CEO
Greater San Antonio
Chamber

Polly Whittle
Board of Directors
Good Reason Houston

Todd Williams
Chairman & CEO
Commit Partnership

Cary Wright
CEO
Good Reason Houston

Justin Yancy
President

Texas Business
Leadership Council

Dale W. Young
Chairman & CEO
Summit Financial Group

Welcome Wilson Jr.
President & CEO
Welcome Group




