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Who We Are

Texas 2036 is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 
public policy organization 
focused on advancing data-driven 
strategies and policies that will advance 
the prosperity and opportunities for all 
Texans and make it the best environment 
for its people and enterprises as we 
approach Texas’ bicentennial. 



The 89th Texas Legislature So Far
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State Budget 
● BRE (Biennial Revenue Estimate) released 

Monday, 1/13
○ Buoyed by a $23.8 billion carryover fund balance, 

Comptroller Hegar projects $194.6 billion available 
for “general-purpose spending”

● Relevant spending limits finally set 
○ LBB members used projected 8.93% economic 

growth rate to set boundaries on the growth of 
spending.



5

Governor Abbott’s State of State Address, 
2/2/2025 
Emergency Items:
● Water Infrastructure Investment 
● Teacher Pay Raises 
● Career Training 
● Creation of a Texas Cyber Command
● Property Tax Relief 
● School Choice 
● Bail Reform



Texas 2036 Budget Priorities and Areas of Focus 
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● Creating a Dedicated Revenue 
Stream to Address Water 
Infrastructure 

● Fully Funding Newly Implemented 
HB8 (88R) Community College 
Finance Reforms

● Information Technology and Staffing 
to Fully Operate the Texas All Payers 
Claim Database

● Child Care and Workforce Data 
Modernization at Texas Workforce 
Commission

● Increasing Access to High-Quality 
Math Professional Development 

● Improving Judicial Data Systems

Texas 2036 Top Budget Priorities 
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• Water Infrastructure 
• College and Career Readiness 
• Health Care Affordability
• Improving Correctional Education, 

Workforce Readiness 
• Housing Supply and Affordability 

Other areas of engagement include:
o Childcare 
o Energy Expansion 
o Emerging Technologies 

2025 Legislative Session: Texas 2036 Areas of Focus 
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Water Infrastructure  
● Both the House and the Senate have 

filed base budgets that include $2.5 
billion for water supply & infrastructure, 
including flood projects. 

● This represents the largest single 
infusion of water infrastructure funding 
in Texas history.

● Texas 2036 will continue to press for this 
funding to be accompanied by a 
long-term water funding strategy

● This long-term strategy is essential to 
fully address our state’s growing needs 
and the $110 billion water infrastructure 
funding gap anticipated over the next 50 
years.
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Water Infrastructure  
● In recent months, Texas 2036 has 

collaborated with an expanding 
coalition of business and industry 
partners to build momentum and 
drive long-term solutions to Texas’ 
water infrastructure challenges. 

● A letter from our Texas Water 
Funding Coalition went out to all 
181 legislative offices last week 
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Workforce Connectivity in High School and Community 
Colleges 

• The problem: Too few students enroll in 
postsecondary education (58%), and too 
few Texas students are earning a 
postsecondary credential (36%). Labor 
market projections anticipate 60+% of 
students will need postsecondary 
credentials by the 2030s.

• The goal: Every Texas High School 
student should have the opportunity to 
earn a career-alined, postsecondary 
credential of value before they graduate 
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Workforce Connectivity in High School and Community 
Colleges 

● Fully funding HB 8's community 
college reforms this session and 
ensuring it is optimized to meet 
local job market needs, especially in 
rural Texas, will help students 
graduate with credentials of value 
that boost economic mobility.

● Expansion of workforce 
programming and career training, 
especially through initiatives like 
Pathways in Technology Early 
College High Schools (P-TECH) and 
Rural Postsecondary Education 
Program (R-PEP)



Workforce Connectivity in High School and Community 
Colleges 
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Health Insurance Coverage and Health Care Affordability  

● Coverage: Focus on the 
eligible-but-unenrolled

● Affordability: Focus on 
translating transparency into 
ability to act 
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Correctional Education and Workforce Readiness 
• Expand access to workforce 

aligned credentials to help 
incarcerated adults find jobs 
post release. 

• Improve state data integration 
between TDCJ, THECB, and 
TWC to better evaluate 
outcomes and improve 
programmatic offerings.
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Housing 
To increase housing supply & 
affordability 
● reform outdated petition 

processes
● reduce regulatory barriers
● embrace innovation in 

building design and 
materials
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• Childcare: Improve governmental data systems with a focus on 
timeliness, interoperability, and regional needs 

• Energy Expansion: Pursue an “all of the above” energy strategy as 
part of its energy expansion.  

• Emerging Industries: Lead in the responsible adoption and growth 
of emerging technologies in industries such as AI, aerospace, and 
energy

Other Areas of Engagement 



Thank you.


